In the Claims 



Claims 1-13 are cancelled 

„ (Mowed) The brace of claim 32, wherein said latch and latch housing comprise an 
LLeJ, .a, moves into and out of engagement with a .ocaing mechanrsm, wherehv 
,he angle of the rear strut relative to the rear portion may be adjusted. 
Claims 15-16 are cancelled. 

17 . (Allowed) The brace of Cairn 32, further comprising a head strap extending from said 
occipital support. 

18 (AHowed) The brace of claim 32, wherein sard latch housing comprises one or more 

II and the vest comprises one or more losing slots, where* sa,d ex.ena.ons and sa,d 

locking slots engage said rear strut with said vest. 

Claims 19-23 are cancelled. 

24 (Withdrawn) A cervical brace comprising: 

a cerv,ca, collar having front and rear portions, wherein said rear portion comprises an 

occipital support; 

a vea. comprising a front p!a«e and a back plate, and means for attachment of said front 
1 to s I cervical eoHar front portion to Umi, movement of said front plate wrth 
Zecttosaidcervicauonar, wherein said bac, piate is free.omove with respectto sard 
cervical collar rear portion. 
25. Cancelled 

26 (Allowed) The method of claim 49 further comprising: 
adjustingtheve^^ 

adjustment of the relative position of said chin strut and said chest plate. 
Claims 27 -30 are cancelled. 
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• a t.x.im'K wherein said chin strut is adjustably attached to 
31. (Allowed) The cervical brace of claim 35 wherein 

said anterior plate assembly. 

32 (Allowed) A cervical brace comprising: 

occipital support; 

a vest comprising a front plate and a back plate; 
arear strut extending between said occipital support and said back plate; 
a rear strut la tch, whereby the relative position of said rear strut may be adjusted both 
angularly and vertically; 

a latch and latch housing disposed on said rear portion; and 

* nr more receiving elements that engage said 
wherein said latch housing comprises one or more receiving 

la tch to adjust the relative distance between said cervical collar and said vest. 

33. (Cancelled). 
I 34 (Currently amended) A djvjcecompjdsingl 
^e^^ a c^ca, conar — * » — 

beneath the chin of a weareriand 
^a cervical brace iffidjetlJo*^^ 
wl ereta the casc^bsmSSSSmSS^f^- 
a chest plate adapted to be secured to the thorax of said wearer; 

a chins, ro ,ex,end,n gfr o m saids t em„ m areaofsaidches,p.a,e,osa,debinsnppor,; 

M chrn strut — nreans for a—, to sard ches, p.ate and * 
attachment to said chin support. 

35 (MAcervicaibraceforattachmenttoaeervMeoUarconrprising: 

, .^^e^Wyadaptedtobesecuredtoflreflroraxofawearerandhavmgan 

uppe , ZZZZL I wherein said upper nont P ,a.e is — - 



a chin strut extending from a sternum area of said anterior plate assemb.y to a chin 
support of said cervica, eoUar, wherein said chin shut has a detachable attachment pom, for 
attachment of said chin strut to said cervical collar. 

36. (Allowed) The cervioa. brace of claim 35, further comprising a vest wherein said 
anterior plate assembly is a portion of said vest. 

37. (Ahowed) The cervical brace of Cairn 36, wherein said vest fttrther comprises a back 
plate. 

38 (Allowed) The cervical brace of claim 35, wherein sa.d chin strut extends in a straight 
line from said sternum area of said anterior plate assembly to said chin support. 

39 (Allowed) The cervical collar of claim 31. wherein adjustability is provided by 
attachment of said chin support and said anterior plate assembly using hook-and-loop fasteners. 
40. (Allowed) The cervical brace of claim 35, further comprising: 

a back plate adapted to be secured to the back of a the wearer; 
an occipital support; and 

a rear strut extending between said occipital support and said back plate. 
4,. (Allowed) The cervica, brace of claim 40 further including straps for securing said back 
plate to said anterior plate assembly. 

42. (Aflowed) The cervica, brace of claim 40 wherein said rear stnt. is adjustable and further 
comprises a strut lock. 

43 (AUowed) The cervica, brace of c.aim 42 wherein said strut .ock comprises an eccentric 
.ever for locking one end of said rear shut to a bracket affixed to said back plate. 
44. (Allowed) A cervical brace for attachment to a cervical collar comprising: 
an anterior plate assembly adapted to be secured to the thorax of a wearer; 
a chin shut inchrding means for attachment to said chest plate and means for attachment 
,„ a chin support of said cervica, collar, said chin support to be disposed adjacent sa,d wearers 
chin; 

aback plate; 
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an occipital support; and 

a rear strut extending between said oeeipital support and sa,d baek plate, wherein said 
rear strut is adjustable and includes a strut lock, and wherein said strut lock compnses an 
eccentric lever for locking one end of said rear strut to a bracket affixed to said back plate. 

45. (Allowed) The cervical brace of claim 44 wherein said back plate is attached to said 
anterior plate assembly. 

46. (Allowed) The cervical brace of claim 45 further comprising straps for securing said back 
plate to said anterior plate assembly. 

47 (Allowed) The cervical brace of claim 44 wherein said rear strut includes means for 
independently adjusting the heigh, and ang.e of attachment of said rear strut to said back plate. 
48. (Cancelled) A cervical brace for attachment to a cervical collar comprising: 
an anterior plate assembly adapted to be secured to the thorax of a wearer; 
a chin strut including means for attachment to said anterior plate assembly and means for 
attachment to a chin support of said cervical collar, said chin support to be disposed adjacent 
said wearer's chin; 

wherein said latch housing turd said latch comprise corresponding serrated surfaces that 
move into and out of engagement upon rotation of said latch relative to said housing; and 

wherein said chin strut is detachably connected to said chin support of said cervical 

collar. 

49. (Allowed) A method of supporting one of the cervica. spine or upper thoracic spine of a 
patient comprising: 

attaching a cervical collar having a chin support to the patient; 

attaching a chin strut from said chin support of said cervical collar to an anterior plate 
assembly and adjusting the relative position of the head by selecting a relative porton 
between said chin strut and said anterior plate assembly ; 
attaching said anterior plate assembly to the patient's thorax, 
attaching an occipital support to the patient; 
attaching a rear strut to said occipital support; 
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attaching a back plate to the patient; 
adjusting said rear strut; and 

locking, with an eccentric lever, said rear strut to said back plate. 

50. (Allowed) The method of claim 49 further comprising securing said back plate to said 
anterior assembly with straps. 

51. (Withdrawn) A method of bracing the cervical spine or thoracic spine of a patient 
comprising: 

attaching a cervical collar to said patient wherein said cervical collar has a front 
portion and a rear portion with an occipital support; 

attaching a vest to said patient wherein said vest has a front plate and a back plate; 

attaching said front plate to said cervical collar front portion; and 

leaving said back plate free from attachment to said cervical collar rear portion. 

52. (New) A cervical brace comprising: 

a cervical collar having front and rear portions, wherein said rear portion comprises an 

occipital support; 

a vest comprising a front plate and a back plate; 

a rear strut extending between said occipital support and said back plate; 

a rear strut latch, whereby the relative position of said rear strut may be adjusted both 

angularly and vertically; 

a latch and latch housing disposed on said rear portion; 

wherein said latch housing comprises one or more receiving elements that engage the 
latch to adjust the relative distance between the cervical collar and the vest; and 

wherein said latch housing and said latch comprise corresponding serrated surfaces that 
move into and out of engagement upon rotation of said latch relative to said housing. 
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